
WRITING	A	CAUSE	AND	EFFECT	PARAGRAPH	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
Read	the	paragraph	below	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	

	
	 	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1.		What	was	the	cause?______________________________________________________	
	
________________________________________________________________________________		
	
2.		What	were	the	effects?		List	three.	_____________________________________		
	
________________________________________________________________________________		
	
The	following	sentence	states	a	cause.		What	might	be	the	effects	that	happen	
next?		Finish	the	paragraph	by	writing	what	you	think	the	effects	will	be.	
	
A	major	snowstorm	hit	our	area	bringing	strong	winds	and	a	foot	of	snow.	
Write	your	paragraph	on	a	separate	sheet	of	paper	
	
	
	
	

	 The	Native	Americans	were	very	dependent	on	their	
environment.		The	Hopi	Native	Americans	of	the	Southeast	were	no	
different.		The	environment	in	the	southeast	is	dry,	hot,	and	doesn’t	
have	many	trees	or	vegetation.		Because	they	have	few	trees	their	
houses	were	made	out	of	adobe	clay	instead	of	wood.		The	clay	
absorbed	the	heat	and	kept	them	cool.		They	also	used	the	clay	to	
make	pottery.		They	grew	corn	that	had	long	roots.		They	learned	to	
dig	trenches	for	irrigation.		Corn	was	their	main	source	of	food	
because	thee	was	no	small	or	large	game	to	hunt.	



ANSWER	KEY	
WRITING	A	CAUSE	AND	EFFECT	PARAGRAPH	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
Read	the	paragraph	below	and	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	

	
	 	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
1.		What	was	the	cause?		The	Hopi’s	lived	in	a	dry	and	very	hot	environment	
with	little	vegetation.	
	
2.		What	were	the	effects?		List	three.		1)	houses	were	made	of	adobe	clay,	2)		
Use	clay	to	make	pottery,	3)	Learned	to	dig	trenches	for	irrigation	4)	Corn	was	
their	main	source	of	food	because	their	was	no	game	to	hunt	
	
The	following	sentence	states	a	cause.		What	might	be	the	effects	that	happen	
next?		Finish	the	paragraph	by	writing	what	you	think	the	effects	will	be.	
	
A	major	snowstorm	hit	our	area	bringing	strong	winds	and	a	foot	of	snow.	
Answers	will	vary	
Many	cars	were	stuck	on	the	roads	and	schools	were	closed.	

	 The	Native	Americans	were	very	dependent	on	their	
environment.		The	Hopi	Native	Americans	of	the	Southeast	were	no	
different.		The	environment	in	the	southeast	is	dry,	hot,	and	doesn’t	
have	many	trees	or	vegetation.		Because	they	have	few	trees	their	
houses	were	made	out	of	adobe	clay	instead	of	wood.		The	clay	
absorbed	the	heat	and	kept	them	cool.		They	also	used	the	clay	to	
make	pottery.		They	grew	corn	that	had	long	roots.		They	learned	to	
dig	trenches	for	irrigation.		Corn	was	their	main	source	of	food	
because	thee	was	no	small	or	large	game	to	hunt.	


