
HOW	TO	READ	POETRY		
	

Read	the	following	informational	paragraph.		Then	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	
	
	 Poetry	is	different	than	a	story.		Poems	are	often	written	in	short	lines	rather	
than	in	sentences.		They	may	have	patterns	of	rhythm	and	rhyme.		Some	poems	
called	free	verse	don’t	follow	any	rules.		Because	poems	use	shorter	lines	a	poet	
often	chooses	his/her	word	selection	carefully.		Words	are	chosen	for	their	feeling	
and	description	as	well	as	their	meanings.		Poems	can	be	written	on	any	topic	or	
subject.		They	can	be	humorous	or	serious.		It	is	recommended	that	you	read	a	poem	
more	than	once.		First,	read	it	just	for	enjoyment.		Next,	read	the	poem	to	find	out	
what	it	means.		Lastly,	read	the	poem	and	examine	it	for	patterns	of	rhythm	and	
rhyme	and	word	selection.		Poems	are	not	only	fun	to	read	but	they	are	great	fun	to	
write.			
	
1)	According	to	the	paragraph	how	are	poems	different	from	stories?	
	
	 A.		The	subject	is	about	nature.	
	
	 B.		A	poem	has	no	punctuations.	
	
	 C.		They	are	not	written	in	sentences	but	in	short	lines.	
	
	 D.		They	always	rhyme.	
	
	
2)	Which	of	the	following	statements	is	NOT	a	fact.	
	
	 A.		Poems	can	be	written	on	any	topic	or	subject.	
	
	 B.		They	are	great	fun	to	write.	
	
	 C.		Some	poems	have	a	certain	rhyme	and	rhythm.	
	
	 D.		Poems	are	often	written	in	short	lines.	
	
	
3)	Which	of	the	following	is	a	common	characteristic	of	a	poem?	
	
	 A.	They	are	very	serious.	
	
	 B.	They	may	have	a	pattern.		
	
	 C.	They	are	always	short.	
	
	 D.	Poems	are	about	nature	not	people.	
	



HOW	TO	READ	POETRY	
	

Read	the	following	informational	article.		Then	answer	the	questions	that	follow.	
	
	 Poetry	is	different	than	a	story.		Poems	are	often	written	in	short	lines	rather	
than	in	sentences.		They	may	have	patterns	of	rhythm	and	rhyme.		Some	poems	
called	free	verse	don’t	follow	any	rules.		Because	poems	use,	shorter	lines	a	poet	
often	chooses	his/her	word	selection	carefully.		Words	are	chosen	for	their	feeling	
and	description	as	well	as	their	meanings.		Poems	can	be	written	on	any	topic	or	
subject.		They	can	be	humorous	or	serious.		It	is	recommended	that	you	read	a	poem	
more	than	once.		First,	read	it	just	for	enjoyment.		Next	read	the	poem	to	find	out	
what	it	means.		Lastly,	read	the	poem	and	examine	it	for	patterns	of	rhythm	and	
rhyme	and	word	selection.		Poems	are	not	only	fun	to	read	but	they	are	great	fun	to	
write.			
	
1)	According	to	the	paragraph	how	are	poems	different	from	stories?	
	
	 A.		The	subject	is	about	nature.	
	
	 B.		A	poem	has	no	punctuations.	
	
	 C.		They	are	not	written	in	sentences	but	in	short	lines.	
	
	 D.		They	always	rhyme.	
	
	
2)	Which	of	the	following	statements	are	NOT	a	fact.	
	
	 A.		Poems	can	be	written	on	any	topic	or	subject.	
	
	 B.		They	are	great	fun	to	write.		
	
	 C.		Some	poems	have	a	certain	rhyme	and	rhythm.	
	
	 D.		Poems	are	often	written	in	short	lines.	
	
	
3)	Which	of	the	following	is	a	common	characteristic	of	a	poem?	
	
	 A		They	are	very	serious.	
	
	 B.	They	may	have	a	pattern.		
	
	 C.	They	are	always	short.	
	
	 D.	Poems	are	about	nature	not	people.	
	

Answer	Key	


