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Minna and the Canine Club                                             
					Elements	of	Fiction	

Author’s	Purpose	
The	author’s	purpose	is	the	reason	the	author	wrote	the	work	they	created	(story,	book,	
poem,	essay,	or	article).		Authors	write	for	different	reasons.		The	three	main	reasons	are	to	
entertain,	to	inform,	or	to	persuade	the	reader.		If	the	author's	purpose	is	to	entertain	they	
want	to	give	the	reader	enjoyment.		When	the	purpose	is	to	inform	the	author	explains	a	
certain	topic.		Persuade	means	to	get	the	reader	to	think	a	certain	point	of	view.			
	
Short	Answer:		Do	You	Understand?		Can	You	Explain?	
Write	your	answer	for	each	question	below.	
	
1.		In	writing	Minna	and	the	Canine	Club	was	the	author’s	purpose	to	entertain,	to	inform,	or	
to	persuade?		Give	reasons	to	support	why	you	chose	the	purpose	you	did.	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

2.		Give	reasons	to	support	why	you	did	not	select	the	other	two	choices.	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

3.		Write	down	at	least	three	other	books	you’ve	read	and	explain	what	the	author’s	purpose	
was.		List	at	least	one	book	that	the	author’s	purpose	was	to	inform.	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
																																																	



Name____________________________________	
Minna and the Canine Club   Answer Key                                          
					Elements	of	Fiction	

Author’s	Purpose	
The	author’s	purpose	is	the	reason	the	author	wrote	the	work	they	created	(story,	book,	
poem,	essay,	or	article).		Authors	write	for	different	reasons.		The	three	main	reasons	are	to	
entertain,	to	inform,	or	to	persuade	the	reader.		If	the	author's	purpose	is	to	entertain	they	
want	to	give	the	reader	enjoyment.		When	the	purpose	is	to	inform	the	author	explains	a	
certain	topic.		Persuade	means	to	get	the	reader	to	think	a	certain	point	of	view.			
	
Short	Answer:		Do	You	Understand?		Can	You	Explain?	
Write	your	answer	for	each	question	below.	
	
1.		In	writing	Minna	and	the	Canine	Club	was	the	author’s	purpose	to	entertain,	to	inform,	or	
to	persuade?		Give	reasons	to	support	why	you	chose	the	purpose	you	did.	
The	Author’s	main	purpose	was	to	entertain.		The	book	had	humor	and	it	made	you	laugh.			

Also,	it	focused	on	the	characters	and	what	they	were	doing.		

	

2.		Give	reasons	to	support	why	you	did	not	select	the	other	two	choices.	
Minna	and	the	Canine	Club	did	not	try	to	persuade	you	to	think	or	do	anything.			It	did	not	

inform	you	or	provide	any	information	about	a	specific	topic.		

	

3.		Write	down	at	least	three	other	books	you’ve	read	and	explain	what	the	author’s	purpose	
was.		List	at	least	one	book	that	the	author’s	purpose	was	to	inform.		
Answers	will	vary.		The	following	are	examples.	
	
Charlotte’s	Web-	The	author’s	purpose	was	to	entertain	
Where	the	Red	Fern	Grows-	The	author’s	purpose	was	to	entertain	
Wonder-	The	author’s	purpose	was	to	entertain	
Scholastic	Kids’	Almanac-	The	author’s	purpose	was	to	inform	
First	Facts	About	American	Heroes-	The	author’s	purpose	was	to	inform	


